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Existing Site
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Existing Zoning

ÅBorough: NB, E2, R3

ÅTownship: S1, E1, E2
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Starting Points

Å1984: University purchases two station buildings and 
surrounding lands from NJ Transit for almost $900,000 and 
agrees to provide parking for permit holders and daily 
commuters (number of such spaces now 175).

ÅAgreement allows University to relocate Dinky terminus to the 
south.

ÅUniversity acquires additional properties to permit an 
integrated and holistic development.
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Starting Points

Å 2005: Comprehensive campus plan includes space for expanded 
teaching in the arts.

Å Plan envisions rehearsal and performance space for music, theater 
and dance; gallery space for visual arts; and outdoor performance 
space ςopen to the campus and the community.

Å By adding music rehearsal space, plan opens 80 additional evenings 
per year at Richardson for community and campus groups.

Å Location achieves synergies with McCarter and BerlindTheatres 
and is easily accessible to the public with ample evening and 
weekend parking.

Å Location allows the achievement of other community-oriented 
objectives.
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Starting Points

Å First phase of project is estimated to cost in excess of $300 million 
and will take seven years to complete.

Å At least half of the investment is in infrastructure improvements 
that have to be done before the first arts building can be built.

Å Second phase adds other arts buildings, including a major 
performance hall.
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Phase One
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Future Phase
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Goals

ÅExpand access to the arts for university students and the 
community.

Å Improve traffic circulation.

ÅPreserve/enhance the Dinky experience.

ÅCreate attractive/lively public spaces, including retail.

ÅAchieve major sustainability goals.
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The Arts in 
the Community
ω Arts activities are located 

throughout the community and the 
campus.

ω Current locations include
1. Arts Council

2. Princeton Public Library

3. Westminster Choir College

4. Princeton Regional Schools

5. 185 Nassau Street

6.     The Garden Theater

7. Richardson Auditorium/Alexander 
Hall

8. Princeton University Art Museum

9. Theatre Intime/Murray Hall

10. TaplinAuditorium at Fine Hall

11. McCarter and BerlindTheatres

Expand Access to the Arts
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The Proposed 
Neighborhood
Would Provide

Å New learning, performance, 
and exhibition spaces for 
students.

Å Workshop space for faculty.

Å Synergies for McCarter/Berlind.

Å Performances and exhibits for 
the public.

Å Summer space for community 
use.

Å Outdoor venues for the arts.

Retail 
ω Full Service Restaurant
ω Casual Dining/Café
ω Wawa
ω Box Office

Creative & Performing Arts - Public

ω Black Box Theater
ω Forum
ω Gallery
ω Dance Studio
ω Music Rehearsal Room
ω Lecture Hall

Phase 1

Creative & Performing Arts - Academic

Office and Studio Space:
ω Lewis Center for the Arts
ω Programs in Theatre and Dance
ω Department of Music

Transportation 
ω NJT Station
ω Roundabout
ω Roadways
ω Multi-modal Transit Plaza
ω Bike Facilities
ω Commuter Parking

Creative & Performing Arts - Public

Å Performance Hall
Å Future Academic Buildings

Future Phases

Total Phase 1:          Approx 147,000 gsf Future Phases:   Approx 130,000 gsf

Expand Access to the Arts



"Though a University's main responsibility is to its students, part of  what 
we teach our students is that our responsibility doesn't stop at 
FitzRandolphGate. Since 1970, the gate has been kept permanently open 
as an emblem of our availability to the wider world. That availability 
begins with the immediate community of Princeton itself, and we're 
delighted to welcome the community to join us on the great adventure 
we're embarking on with the development of the Lewis Center for the Arts. 

Though Princeton is already noted for cultural tourism, we're thrilled by 
the vision of the town becoming a truly significant destination for those 
interested in a wide range of the creative and performing arts. The 
development of an Arts and Transit neighborhood in the vicinity of the 
aŎ/ŀǊǘŜǊ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦά

τPaul Muldoon, chair, Lewis Center for the Arts

Expand Access to the Arts
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Resolution of Board of Directors

Be it resolved that McCarter Theatre Center, by unanimous vote of 
its Board of Directors on November 18, 2010, expresses its 
ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ 
campus development project.  We believe that the plan brings 
numerous, substantial benefits to McCarter Theatre and the 
Princeton community at large.  Among these many benefits are a 
much-desired greater synergy between McCarter Theatre and the 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǊǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
and safer traffic flow and pedestrian access, greater parking 
availability and places for casual and fine dining. It is our belief that 
these improvements will positively affect the quality of life for all 
our citizens, present and future.

Expand Access to the Arts
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Community Access

Å Princeton University facilities provide performance space for campus 
and community groups.

Å Richardson Auditorium is currently the space most frequently 
requested for performances.

o Nearly half of the public events at Richardson in academic year 
2009-2010 were hosted by non-university groups.

o The addition of rehearsal space in the Arts and Transit 
neighborhood should provide approximately 80 additional 
evening performance times in Richardson.

Expand Access to the Arts
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Community Organizations Currently Using Performance Space at Princeton

American Repertory Ballet- Princeton Ballet 
School

GolandskyPiano Institute

McCarter Theater Performance Group

New Jersey Association for Jazz Education, 
Jazz Combo Festival

Opera New Jersey

Princeton Festival

SO Percussion

American Boychoir

Tim Keyes Consort

Westminster Community Orchestra

Westminster Choir College

Princeton High School Winter Concert

West Windsor High School Concert

BohemeOpera NJ

Greater Princeton Youth Orchestra

La Shir

Montgomery High School Orchestra

New Jersey Symphony Orchestra

Princeton Girlchoir

Princeton Pro Musica

Princeton Symphony Orchestra

Princeton Young Achievers

Expand Access to the Arts
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Improve Traffic Circulation

Å The Master Plan element for institutional/educational uses calls upon 
the University and the community to work together to improve traffic 
flow.

Å Traffic flow at Alexander/University is improved by:

1. Introducing a roundabout.

2. Reducing conflicts and congestion.

3. Reducing peak hour volumes.

Å Traffic flow at Alexander/Faculty is improved by:

1. Creating an access drive from Alexander to the Lot 7 garage.

2. Reducing peak hour volumes.

Improve Circulation
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Outdated Infrastructure

Å bƻǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎΦ

Å Dinky/Wawa traffic obstructs thru-traffic & 
causes back-ups.

Å Pedestrian crossings at Alexander & University 
Place cause back-ups.

Å Current location cannot support a full 
complement of shuttles, jitneys, buses, taxis, 
and bikes.

Å Only removing conflicts from the main arterial 
will relieve congestion.

Å Lot 7 traffic to and from the north adds to 
congestion at Alexander/Faculty.

Existing Conditions Site Plan

Improve Circulation
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Proposed Phase 1 Site Plan

Improve Circulation

Relieving Congestion

Å Roundabout improves traffic flow.

Å Purpose-designed space provides a
multi-modal hub for shuttles, jitneys,
buses, taxis, bikes.

Å Provides safer pedestrian crossings.

Å Separates conflicts and moves them off
the main corridor.

Å Deliveries from campus: all fronts, no
backs.

Å Provides easy access and safe Wawa
parking.

Å Allows direct access to/from Lot 7 garage
saving 350 vehicle miles per day and
reducing north-bound traffic entering
Alexander at Faculty.

Å Provides bike lanes and storage

Å Replaces all existing parking in-kind.



Improve Circulation

EXISTING PROPOSED

Levels of Service at Alexander & University

19



Change in Use Relieves Congestion

Å Shifting from office to academic/artistic use reduces peak hour traffic by 
260-320 vehicles per day.

Improve Circulation
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Amount of Typical Weekday Traffic
Peak Hour Ranges for New University Programs

Gorove/Slade
Associates, Inc.

Improve Circulation
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